
 

NEW HOPE-SOLEBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Engaging, Enriching, and Empowering All Students 
through a World-Class Education  

 

August 20, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Fellow NHSSD Community Members, 
 
The start of a new school year is bound to bring anticipation, excitement, and maybe even a 
bit of anxiety about what is in store for all of us!  After a long summer, we are excited to 
welcome back our students and staff as we prepare to spend another year focused on 
making the New Hope-Solebury School District the best it can be for our students and for 
our community.   
 
Abraham Lincoln is credited with saying, “The best way to predict your future is to create 
it.”  In my estimation, the only way to create a great future is to work to overcome obstacles 
and challenges that keep us from achieving success.  Truthfully, that is easier said than 
done; however, that is exactly our challenge. As we thought about how to capture the true 
essence of our work with students, we settled on our theme for this school year—#ROAR.   
 
You are probably asking yourself what in the 
world #ROAR means!  Well, it’s an acronym that 
stands for Removing Obstacles to Achieve Results 
(and, well, we are the New Hope-Solebury Lions).  
Said simply, #ROAR serves as a reminder for all 
of us to focus on helping students achieve and 
succeed.  With processes and initiatives aligned 
to our Comprehensive Plan, it is critically 
important that our work is focused on assisting each individual student achieve his/her 
personal level of success academically, socially, and emotionally.  As part of our 
comprehensive education, traditional academics as well as social and emotional learning 
combine to assist our student realize success both in school and beyond our K-12 walls.   
 
In order to ensure the personal success of each student, our principals and staff have spent 
a great deal of time building students’ schedules and making appropriate class placements.  
At the secondary level, students’ schedules are based upon graduation requirements, 
interests, and academic focus areas.  While our goal is to provide students with all of their 
requested courses, there are times when course requests simply cannot be met.  While this 
may be disappointing to students and parents/guardians, please be assured that our staff 
takes great pride in scheduling students into courses with appropriate rigor.  Class 
placements at the elementary level are based on a myriad of criteria focused on building 
classrooms that respond dynamically to the needs of all learners.  Given the self-contained 
nature of elementary classrooms, we examine students’ areas of strengths and areas of 
opportunity and place them in classrooms that will foster growth of the whole child.  We 
are confident that our staff help all students have a great year! 



 

 
As the school year begins and as you drive through the main campus, you will be greeted 
with many sights of construction.  You will remember that the goals of our Campus 
Revitalization Project included increased safety and security, ADA compliance, and 
enhanced educational opportunities for students.  With one full year of construction behind 
us—and another full year ahead of us—our Campus Revitalization Project offers several 
new and renovated spaces for our students and staff.  These spaces include our new secure 
HS and MS offices, and a new “covered walkway” which is now an enclosed link between 
the buildings.  A completely renovated MS gymnasium and auxiliary gymnasium space, a 
new science laboratory and renovated art rooms at the HS are ready in addition to several 
other refreshed classrooms.  Both the MS and HS cafeterias have also been given a new 
look.  Our students will be impressed when they see the transformation that has occurred 
over the summer!   
 
Given the dynamic nature of construction, please stay tuned for building specific 
information from your Mr. Seier and/or Dr. Cortellessa on plans for the beginning of the 
school year.  We thank everyone for their patience during the construction project.  Our 
building principals and our Director of Operations, Mr. Miles, will continue to collaborate 
on mitigating and/or eradicating inconveniences for students and staff due to construction. 
 
Following this letter, I have included some helpful hints aimed at gathering information 
and staying “in the loop” easy for everyone.  Addtionally, important dates have been noted, 
which include information on when students’ schedules and class placements will be 
available, when Back to School Nights are being held, etc.  Please take a few moments to 
review this information. 
 
In closing, please know how grateful I am to be your superintendent.  Leading the New 
Hope-Solebury School District has been one of the greatest honors of my life, and I am 
thankful to work in this outstanding community that honors and values public education.  
Thank you for your continued support of our work on behalf of our students and 
community.  Our students and staff are tremendous, and the 2017-2018 will undoubtedly 
be our best year ever.  Together we will #ROAR!   
 
 
Onward! 
 
 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Helpful Hints 
(Webpages have been hyperlinked for your convenience.) 

 
• Website Information—Take a few moments to bookmark our district and school 

level websites for easy access in the future. District Website, High School Website, 
Middle School Website, Upper Elementary School Website, Lower Elementary 
School Website. 
 

• School Calendar—Our school calendar is subject to change due to inclement 
weather days and other unforeseen circumstances.  If we need to make alterations 
to the school day for inclement weather or other emergency circumstances, we will 
make those according to the terms in our Hazardous Weather and Emergency 
Closing procedures.  Weather make-up days will be communicated as quickly as 
possible to assist everyone in appropriate planning. 

 
• Chain of Command Document— To improve and enhance communication, 

especially when trying to answer questions or resolve problems, it is important to 
follow the correct “chain of command.” Directing your questions or concerns to the 
appropriate person encourages greater collaboration and streamlines the process of 
answering questions, alleviating concerns, and ensuring we are all “on the same 
page.” Our Chain of Command document will assist you in determining who to 
contact in various situations. 

 
• Registration—It is never too late to register your child/children for school.  Visit 

the registration page for guidance and for information about how to make an 
appointment. 
 

• Immunization Requirements—We have sent several reminders about new 
immunization requirements set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Health 
that we are mandated to follow.  Read more about these requirements by reviewing 
the letter we sent previously and by viewing an informational document from the 
Department of Health.  You can also visit our Student Health Services page  
additional information. 

 
• Listservs—If your child/children are matriculating from one building to another, 

you can update your listserv preferences by clicking here.  As you know, listserv 
provide a wealth of pertinent information about school events.  Update your 
preferences today! 
 

• Social Media—Did you know that you can find out about great things happening in 
our district by following me on Twitter?  You can find me on Twitter by searching 
for @NHSSD_Super (several other members of our leadership team use Twitter as 
well).  All of my tweets funnel to our Facebook page, too.  You can also stay current 
by reading my blog.  My blog contains information relevant to New Hope-Solebury 
and the larger educational community. 

https://www.nhsd.org/
https://www.nhsd.org/Domain/8
https://www.nhsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11
https://www.nhsd.org/Domain/10
https://www.nhsd.org/Domain/11
https://www.nhsd.org/Domain/11
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/286/2017-2018%20School%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/4/Hazardous%20Weather_Emergency%20Closings.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/4/Hazardous%20Weather_Emergency%20Closings.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/29/Chain%20of%20Command.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/Page/1293
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/4/Immunization%20letter%202017.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001961/Centricity/Domain/4/School%20Vaccination%20requirements.pdf
https://www.nhsd.org/Page/672
https://www.nhsd.org/domain/218
https://www.nhsd.org/Page/1759


 

Upcoming and Important Dates 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 
 
 

Tuesday, August 22, 2017 
 

HS/MS Mailings (Schedules, etc.) 
 
 
 

Thursday, August 24, 2017 
 

UES/LES Mailings (Class placements, etc.) 
 
 
 

Friday, August 25, 2017 
 

Home Access Center (HAC)/”Portal” Opens for  
All Buildings 

 
 
 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 
 

Sixth Grade Welcome BBQ – 5:00PM 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 
 

First Day of School – Welcome Back! 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 
 

MS Back to School Night (Grades 7 & 8) – 6PM 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 19, 2017 
 

HS Back to School Night – 6:30PM 


